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After three years of late-night edit-
ing, it’s time for me to say goodbye to 
my favorite independent arts and cul-
ture magazine and hello to the fi rst of 
many Fish Co. Wednesdays. It’s been 
a pleasure helping to provide you with 
refreshingly witty food columns, reviews 
of all kinds and play-by-play coverage 
of SPG. Not to mention all the bedroom 
advice (yes, Mom, there are sex col-
umns in my magazine). I can only hope 
that you’ve enjoyed reading what we’ve 
published as much as I’ve enjoyed be-
ing a part of the process. So long, Post-, 
you’re in even better hands now.

Post- has been like a home to me 
since last fall, and I don’t know where 
I’d be at Brown without it (probably 
renting cars from Avis or collecting 
AARP checks). Wednesday nights with 
nine-dollar wine will always hold a hal-
lowed place in my memory, and so will 
songs entitled “Monica.” Post- has be-
come a great place for the many voices 
of Brown to be heard, and we couldn’t 
have done it without our incredible 
staff — many of whom will be back 
next semester to keep making our little 
arts and culture mag bigger and better. 
Wakadori!

Check out the last Dude. Food. of the year 
on post.browndailyherald.com!

Post- is looking for writers and editors for next semester!
Email post.magazine@gmail.com for an application.

Rajiv Jayadevan,
Editor-in-Chief

Matt Hill,
Editor-in-Chief



 
It’s not unusual for incoming Brown 

students to be publicly recognized for 
something they accomplished in their 
high school years. But Elizabeth Duthinh 
recently received attention that perhaps 
no other Brown student before has got-
ten: being named as a potential future 
U.S. Presidential candidate by a nation-
al magazine, The Advocate.

Is it true that we have a future Presi-
dent in our midst, then? “I do see myself 
getting further involved in politics, but 
preferably not electoral politics,” she 
tells Post-. “Definitely not the Presidency. 
I’m a Quaker — I would have to consci-
entiously object to being Commander-
in-Chief.”

So why was Duthinh named in this list 
of potential candidates? As it turns out, 
she is one of the most prominent young 
activists for gay and transgender rights 

in the country. While still in high school, 
Duthinh was named to the Gay, Lesbian 
and Straight Education Network’s Jump-
Start National Student Leadership Team. 
Based on the experience and training 
she received, she worked throughout 
Maryland to keep Gay-Straight Alliance 
clubs active and boosted participation 
in Equality Maryland’s lobbying efforts. 
At the same time, she was a co-leader 
of her high school’s GSA and remained 
active in her community to promote 
transgender equality. For her efforts, 
Duthinh has received both national and 
local awards.

Now at Brown, Duthinh is adjusting 
to the college lifestyle. She is already in-
volved in a range of organizations, from 
College Hill for Christ to The Next Thing. 
More importantly, though, she remains 
motivated by her faith and her activist 
friends to continue her work. Though 
she knows that Brown is a good fit for 
her, she points out that our school still 
suffers from some LGBT lack-of-inclusion 
problems — ones that she will almost 
certainly play a part in solving. She also 

points to national and local problems 
surrounding youth, homelessness, and 
the foster care system.

For her first semester here, though, 
she’s makes it clear. “I’m taking a semes-
ter off from being involved [in the gay 
and transgender rights movement],” she 
told me. “It’s good to just remember who 

I was before organizing took over my 
life and think about how activism will 
work, or not, in college.” —PMT
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Rakim Brooks, Africana scholar 
and all-around intellectual beast, 
now joins the eminent list of Rhodes 
Scholars — Edwin Hubble, Kris Krist-
offerson, Bill Clinton. For Brooks, the 
pressure is on to make the most of 
his upcoming Oxford experience. As 
a Mellon Mays fellow, Brooks intends 
to go to graduate school and then 
enter the world of academia, which, 
according to him, will happen eventu-
ally. Right now, Brooks is looking to be 
an advocate — an idea that he come 
into Brown with. To pursue this goal, 
he joined the Mock Trial team but then 
stepped away from it to pursue other 
deals — the Task Force for Under-
graduate Education, UCS and its AAA 
Committee and Africana DUG leader-
ship. Brooks, while deeply invested in 
Africana Studies, spreads his interests 
across the board.

Brooks has had previous experi-
ence in applying for competitive schol-
arships. Besides the Mellon Mays, he 

also applied for the Truman Scholar-
ship. Brooks tells Post- this was one of 
the most rigorous processes he had to 
go through as it forced him to think 
about what he would like to do with 
the rest of his life. While he didn’t re-
ceive the Truman, it was through this 
process that he was able to merge his 
interests in academia and practice into 

one and is now aiming to earn both 
a J.D. and Ph.D. degree. The Rhodes 
Scholarship will make this goal a little 
easier. Brooks plans to receive a Ph.D. 
in Political Theory from Oxford — at 
least for now. At the moment, he’s elat-
ed that his graduate school and job 
search is over. To Brooks, pursuing the 
Rhodes was an easy decision. “I just 
decided to go for it and see,” Brooks 
tells Post-. He submitted the applica-
tion in October and began to play the 
waiting game. On Election Day, he 
found out that he had been selected 
for the final interviews in Boston.  

Brooks endured two grueling inter-
views administered by a panel of se-
lect folk, including past Rhodes Schol-
ars such as Michael Sander and Ellen 
Goodman. Questions regarding the 
development of the conservative view-
point in the U.S. and the role of de-
mocracy in the welfare state came up, 
among other things. Goodman even 
asked Brooks if he would like to be-
come a politician, a question Post- felt 
the need to ask, too. Brooks responded, 
“Well a lot of people tell me I should. 
Do you?” While Rakim Brooks may not 
become a politician, it is certain that 
he will achieve big things. —RR

If you’ve ever eaten at the Ratty, 
studied for finals at the Sci Li or Rock, 
or received funding for a campus club or 
group, odds are you’ve probably enjoyed 
the fruits of Sara Gentile’s blood, sweat 
and tears. Okay, maybe not those bodily 
fluids, but certainly her hard work and 
dedication.  Post- remembers back three 
years when a young Gentile (jen-tee-lay) 
came a’knockin’ through the dorms with 
questions about dining at Brown. What 
came of it? The super-convenient, very 

successful Flex Plan (which, by the way, 
saved Post- a clean $230 this semester 
and allowed for many more Blue Room 
muffins to make their way down our gul-
lets). Gentile, who insists that she had 
assistance, tells Post- that she took on 
the project with Michael Glassman ‘09 
(Former UCS President) and teamed up 
with dining services. “We had been told 
that every year freshmen in UCS tried to 
change the meal plan, and every year it 
never happens.” This, of course, did not 
deter the strong-willed Gentile, who con-
fesses, “We just worked harder.”  

Besides allowing you to save money 
while you stuff your face, Gentile helped 
get you those extra few hours of library 
time you needed in order to get that A 
(B?) on your Orgo final. As student liai-
son to the Library Committee, she pushed 
for later hours during finals period and, 
as she jokingly admits to Post-, got hand 
sanitizers installed throughout the librar-
ies. “I didn’t think it was a serious sug-
gestion, but they still did it.” She’s also 
brought more widespread distribution of 
The New York Times to campus (please 
stop throwing them away after 10 a.m., 
BUDS!), among many other successful 
projects.  

Brown’s cutest civil servant has been 
the Chair of the Student Activities Com-
mittee, helped allocate a million dollars 
to different campus groups while working 
with the Undergraduate Finance Board 
(“a huge, really interesting responsibil-
ity,”), and labored to bring you the con-
venient and cheap summer storage that 
definitely didn’t lose your stuff during the 
past three years. Gentile is also part of 
the Women’s Launch Pad, a mentoring 
program that pairs students with alum-
nae to talk about careers, and works as a 
tour guide and a Meiklejohn. Whew! As 
for post-graduation life, Gentile is “Look-
ing at nonprofits and government work.”   
“I really don’t have any downtime,” she 
admits, but Post- is still hoping to see her 
at the GCB this Thursday night.   

Her major? Public policy, of course. 
—RJ 
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There are a couple of reasons why 
you should know Cambridge-native 
Emma Clippinger. To start, she’s the 
captain of Brown’s equestrian team and 
a former intern for the Clinton Founda-
tion. Not satisfied? How about the fact 
that Clippinger, along with a partner 
at Yale, founded an agricultural HIV/
AIDS treatment non-profit for which 
she has helped raise about $130,000? 
Now that’s impressive.

Started while she and co-founder 
Emily Morrell were working for the Clin-
ton Foundation in 2006, Gardens for 
Health International, or GHI, currently 
works with the Rwandan government 
to set up gardens where HIV-positive 
Rwandans can work to produce nutri-
ent-rich food that aids in their treatment. 
By all accounts GHI has been very suc-
cessful and has garnered support from 
a number of donors. Earlier this year, 
Clippinger was part of a team that won  

 
a $25,000 donation from J.P. Morgan  
during the corporation’s Good Venture 
Undergraduate Competition. Despite 
the growth of GHI, however, she has 
interesting plans for the project’s fu-
ture.

“Amazingly enough, we are work-
ing to make ourselves obsolete,” she 
tells Post-. “We’d like to be completely 
integrated with the Rwandan govern-
ment by January 2010.”

Clippinger got her first taste of Af-
rica on a trip to Senegal to study dance 
during a gap year before coming to 
Brown. Before her trip to the continent 
she planned to study writing as an un-
dergraduate. Struck by what she saw, 
however, she left with a keen interest in 
economics and development, which no 
doubt influenced her decision to help 
close “the critical gap between drug 
treatment and nutrition” through the 
founding of GHI.

Clippinger concentrates in devel-
opment studies and comparative lit-
erature with French, and is currently 
working on a DS thesis about “The Role 
of Land Tenure in Post-Conflict Societ 

 
ies.” Of course, as a senior, the ever- 
ambitious Clippinger is looking to the  
future. She recently applied for a Ful-
bright Scholarship to spend ten months 
in Ugandan refugee camps studying 
land-use. Whether she heads to Ugan-
da after graduation or not, she hopes 
to continue her work with non-profits 
as a consultant. Eventually, she may re-
turn to school to earn a law or business 
degree. —KM 
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Most sophomores at Brown have 
not done a tour in Iraq. Chaney Harri-
son ’11 hasn’t done one either — he’s 
done three. The current Brown under-
grad and former member of the Air 
Force Special Operations Pararescue 
Unit is a humble guy with a truly 
amazing story to tell. He gives new 
meaning to “going with the flow.”

Though you would never guess it 
from talking to the articulate and in-
telligent Harrison, he dropped out of 
high school. He completed his second-
ary education at a wilderness school 
that created a passion in him for the 

outdoors. In fact, he enjoyed the pro-
gram so much he hoped to return as 
an instructor. Because the job didn’t 
pay much, however, he decided to get 
into massage therapy to earn some 
extra income. After a car accident left 
him without transportation, he was 
unable to keep his job and could not 
pay his student loans to start practic-
ing massage professionally. Harrison 
stood at a strange juncture in his life. 
He yearned to accomplish something 
but wasn’t sure what options he had. 
Interestingly, a book changed every-
thing.

 “It had a cool picture on the cov-
er,” he says. “I read it in a night.”

 The book, That Others May Live, 
is an autobiographical account of a 
former member of an Air Force pa-
rarescueman. It inspired Harrison 
to enlist and begin a journey that 
would take him to places like New 
Orleans after Hurricane Katrina, and 
of course, Iraq. As a soldier and air-
man doing search and rescue, he felt 
proud to play a constructive role.

 “No matter what sort of admin-
istration is going on, I can serve do-
ing this. Someone should be there to 
bring [soldiers] home.”

 Towards the end of his service re-

quirement, he decided it was time to 
look at returning to school. A tip from 
his younger brother about BOLT and 
the Resumed Undergraduate Educa-
tion program got Harrison to check 
out Brown’s website. He liked what 
he saw. After writing a nine-page 
essay for his application and getting 
a callback interview, he received of-
ficial acceptance from Brown. What 
followed was an extremely quick tran-
sition from military to civilian — life 
that culminated in an epic 21-hour 
drive in a U-Haul truck from Gaines-
ville, Florida, to Providence. It took a 
few years, but the high school dropout 
had found his way to the Ivy League.

Since coming to Brown last year, 
Harrison has flourished. He is a mem-
ber of the rugby team, has been in-
volved with BOLT, and traveled last 
summer to Brazil to work with students 
living in slums. He hopes to study 
“Social Education and Conflict Reso-
lution,” and is looking into the com-
plicated process of crafting an inde-
pendent concentration. As always, he 
remains optimistic about the future.

“I’ve heard the independent con-
centration is a nightmare,” he says, 
“but it’s not the first one I’ve had to 
deal with.” —KM 
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Ohio-native Daniel MacCombie feels 
confident that he can sum up his entire 
Brown experience with a single word: 
eclectic. And to be fair, his confidence 
is well placed: the current Janus Forum 
co-director and former national board 
member of Students for a Sensible Drug 
Policy has been quite active in a variety 
of things during his time on College Hill.

Entering Brown, he studied the sci-
ences and was determined to become 
a biologist. After taking classes in crimi-
nal justice policy, however, his interests 
changed. He involved himself with SSDP 
and began to look at studying science 
in a more “socially progressive man-

ner.” Soon, he moved towards studying 
renewable energy and environmental 
policy — two topics that still interest him 
greatly and led to his involvement with 
the Brown is Green Coalition.

His work with the Janus Forum be-
gan when he joined the steering com-
mittee as its SSDP representative. Over 
time he became more involved and led 
the committee in the following year. In 
his last semester at Brown, MacCombie 
is the Janus Forum’s co-director and has 
helped organized events such as last 
month’s globalization-themed lecture, 
which brought Dani Rodrick and Doug-
las Irwin to campus. He is a firm believer 
in the political and social discourse that 
the Janus Forum brings to Brown.

“Janus Forum epitomizes my outlook 
on life and the college experience,” he 
says. “It’s about building a sense of the 
self. Janus Forum exposes you to all sorts 
of ideas to build perspectives.”

 Working with the Political Theory 
Project has, of course, allowed MacCom-
bie the opportunity to meet a number of 
important academic figures. One of the 
more fascinating speakers he remembers 
meeting was Francis Fukuyama, noted 
neo-conservative and author of The End 
of History and the Last Man.

 “The most interesting speakers are 
the ones who defy their stereotypes, like 
Fukuyama. He is multi-faceted and has a 
very deep personality.”

With only a few weeks left at Brown, 
MacCombie is optimistic about what lies 
ahead. After graduation he will leave for 
Ecuador to research a business plan he 
is helping to develop. Eventually he plans 
to return to school to further study envi-
ronmental issues but does not see himself 
entering academia.

 “One big lesson I’ve learned is that I 
don’t want to just study things and pub-
lish research,” he says. “I want to be 
working actively to change the systems 
I study.” —KM

Daniel 
MacCombie

 

Fiona Heckscher climbs things. Moun-
tain things. Rock things. Things in nature. 
Things in space. Not the black universe kind 
of space, but the kind of space that people 
usually occupy with 3 a.m. Facebook-peer-
ing and frozen gluten-free pizzas. She also 
makes time for people, sitting to talk breezy 
somethings over Tealuxe and engaging in 
deep, absurd, interdisciplinary intellectual 
talk every waking moment.

Spending her gap year before Brown 
teaching villagers in South Africa and get-
ting EMT-certified, Fiona admits she came 
into Brown hustlin’. Immediately joining 
up with HOPE — Housing Opportunities 
for People Everywhere — she headed up 

its research wing her freshman year and 
helped develop its popular Street Sights 
publication. Heckscher has since led its hy-
pothermia shelter, food shelter and its logis-
tical business, all while serving as a Senior 
EMT in Brown’s Volunteer EMS Corps. All 
the while, she hardly mentions these grand 
college-success-story bits — she’s more in-
terested in people; walking, talking, breath-
ing, loving people, the kind of which exist 
in this crazy rock we all climb along.

She scaled University governance by 

snatching a perch on the university’s high-
est budget committee — the URC — and 
also served on the landmark Task Force for 
Undergraduate Education. Heckscher is a 
past President of St. Anthony’s Literary Fra-
ternity and is also one of the four student 
managers of the Brown Outdoor Leader-
ship Training Program. She’s also a Head 
Writing Fellow, and has served on several 
different dealies building and developing 
the Writing Fellows Program. All that, and 
she doesn’t mention a lick of it — it’s past 
humble. It’s a genuine love for the life that 
happens between the Garamond headers 
and neatly formatted resume lines. 

She completed a thesis on institutional 
review boards’ efficiency in dealing with 
socioecomically disadvantaged popula-
tions last year and is working on a second 
history thesis, possibly related to climbing 
things — but just as likely not. —AM
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“These days, especially after Spring 
Weekend last year, anyone who 
mashes songs together with a laptop 
— people think, ‘Hey, that’s like Girl 
Talk,’” says James Hinton, otherwise 
known to audiophiles as Stegosaurus. 
“But we don’t necessarily do what he 
does. To the extent that we mash things 
up, yeah, but with us it’s more about 
content.” He smiles. “And we work less 
with poppy songs.” 

Hinton and friend Jad Joseph, 
whose DJ name is “I’m Jad as Hell 
and I’m Not Gonna Take It Anymore,” 
have been making sound waves at 
Brown ever since they started working 
together last year. Hinton began mak-
ing music on his laptop in his freshman 
year of high school, and he began 
working with Joseph at Brown when 
they recognized their common interest 
in DJing. Joseph and Hinton said that 
although they’ve been making music 
for years now, their tastes styles have 
morphed in many ways, though their 
focus now is on “partyish” music. 

“We’ve been doing a lot of BSR 
parties,” says Joseph, who affection 

 
ately refers to his work with Hinton as 
a “musical journey.” “We did a hoo-
kah party recently. And we make video 
trailers for our parties sometimes, too.” 
Hinton and Joseph, who together are 
called “Capes & Cloaks,” have thrown 
parties to promote not only their mu-
sic but also Hinton’s record label and 
blog, laurawinslo.blogspot.com. It’s a 
bridge to their futures, which they both 
see as being heavily involved with mu-
sic. 

“I get inspiration from tons of dif-
ferent sources — Jock Jams, Fela Kuti 
— and by mashing them up just have 
a great time,” Joseph says. Hinton, 
meanwhile, cites the Scottish band Big 
Country as a major source of inspi-
ration. “I was influenced by their use 
of electronics while maintaining an 
acoustic aesthetic,” he says. “I thought 
that was kind of missing from the party 
scene, and I wanted to bring that to 
my music.” 

Both say they hope their music can 
reach an even wider audience in the 
Brown community, although they ex-
pressed reservations about the possi-
bility of experimental music in general 
gaining broad mass appeal. “I’m in 
the electronic music department,” says 
Hinton, “and I feel it’s very consump 

 
tive for the people in it, but the reason 
it’s not more visible is that they’re try-
ing to push experimental music, which 
by definition sounds inaccessible to the 
average person.”  

He pauses. “I’m not saying they 
should dumb it down, but it’s true: 
You have to develop a new ear for ex-
perimental music. Most people are not 
really ready to expand their tastes — 
people have to be willing to go out and 
try.” —MH
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During the pre-freshman Facebook 
stalking phase, it was hard to tell what 
Vinay Parameswaran looked like.  His 
face was unable to be seen as the picture 
was of a small figure dwarfed by a 
timpani. Meeting Parameswaran though, 
shows how appropriate the picture was. 
Not only had he been in the San Fran-
cisco Youth Symphony for over six years 
as a percussionist, had perfect pitch and 
had recordings of his marimba recital on 
his iPod, Parameswaran was also going 
to major in music.  

Seeing Parameswaran in concert is 
always a little surreal. His face, usually 
lit up with a smile, is serious and set, his 
concentration solely on the music with his 
eyes only making contact with the instru-
ment. After his first piano recital fresh-
man year, almost everyone in the room 
walked out muttering about wanting to 

marry him or have his love child. 
Now, in his senior year, 

Parameswaran, whose career aspiration 
is to be the music director of a symphony 
orchestra, is well on his way to being 
world-famous for his baton skills. He’s 
won two piano concerto competitions 
here, directed the Brahms Opera last 

year, is president of the Brown orches-
tra and even conducted the orchestra 
himself to play “Strauss Serenade for 
13 Winds” his sophomore year. Now, 
he’s in the process of applying to music 
graduate school for conducting, a highly 
competitive program taking only seven to 
10 students and even less going further 
on. In fact, the average age for a begin-
ning music director is around 45 years 
old. When asked about a backup plan, 
he says there is none — this is what he 
wants to do for the rest of his life. 

For Parameswaran, conducting is a 
way to relay his enthusiasm and pas-
sion for music to the entire orchestra. As 
Post- sat down with Parameswaran one 
evening and watched a video he had 
prepared for grad school of him conduct-
ing the orchestra, it was clear that he was 
just as, if not more, dynamic than the 
orchestra itself. No doubt, we’ll be seeing 
him once again on a podium before a 
huge symphony orchestra, his hair and 
baton moving in perfect time with the 
music. —RR

 

When told that he’s rumored to be 
some kind of computer genius, Teodor 
Mihai Moldovan bursts out laugh-
ing. “Who told you that?” he mock-
demands in accented English before 
breaking into a wide smile and chuck-
ling. 

But the 22-year-old math-physics-
computer science triple concentrator is 
probably the closest thing to a real-live 
genius you’ll ever meet, capable of the 
kind of sophisticated number-crunch-
ing and computer wizardry most lib-
eral-arts kids — hell, even most math 
and science kids — can only dream of. 
He won the gold medal in 2005’s inter-
National Physics Olympiad, has been 
taking graduate-level classes since 
his freshman year, published a paper 
with two professors in his sophomore 
year and is currently TAing one class 
while taking five courses and audit-
ing a sixth. He mentions spending his 
summer working at Google like it’s any 

other job, and the fact that he’s cur-
rently awaiting a patent on a complex 
computer-science method he created 
is brought up merely as an aside, an 
afterthought. 

Born and raised in Romania, Mol-
dovan started studying physics before 
picking up his second and third con-
centrations and falling in love with 
machine learning, a subfield of arti-
ficial intelligence that he describes as 
teaching computers how to process 
and analyze data. “It’s teaching ma-
chines how to look at raw data in large 
amounts and extract only the relevant 
bits of information,” he explains. This 
can have applications as wide-ranging 
as teaching computers how to identify 
and sort digital images (which is what 
the Google gig entailed), creating 
programs to help biologists organize 
DNA sequences and providing police 
departments with the tools they need 
to search surveillance tapes infinitely 
faster. 

It may be hard to imagine anyone 
getting too excited over what essen-
tially amounts to zeroes and ones, but 
Moldovan positively lights up when de-
scribing his most recent project, which 
involves using a machine-learning al-
gorithm to scan pictures of the sky and 
look for comparatively heavy objects, 
like black holes and extraordinarily 
dense galaxies. He leans in close as he 
tries to explain the hard science of the 
process, hands flying. 

He stops mid-explanation and 
breaks into the same wide grin. “It’s 
just really cool that machines can do 
these things.” —EC
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It all started with a trip to Mexico 
and three girls getting their monthly 
gift at the same time. One of them, 
Eunice Png, recounts how she and her 
friends ended up in a bathroom scrub-
bing their underwear and lamenting 
the fact that they were doing that in-
stead of sightseeing as intended. It 
wasn’t until then that she discovered 
that period stains were a universal ex-

asperation for other women, too.  
Then, in the spring, while tak-

ing Engin 193: Entrepreneurship and 
New Ventures with Danny Warshay, 
Png met Julie Sygiel and her previ-
ous issues with period staining came 
up again — but this time, there was a 
solution.  

Png, Sygiel and two other class-
mates decided to develop underwear 
for women that wouldn’t retain stains. 
They started to do market research to 
see how in-demand this type of prod-
uct would be and were shocked by the 
extremely positive responses from not 
only female students at Brown, but also 
lingerie boutique owners and even 
customers at large department stores 
such as Macys. Most of the women in-
terviewed responded that they “were 
looking for a product like that for so 
long,” Png says. 

The two then began to work on 
finding the perfect stain-releasing ma-
terial. Through Professor Warshay, 
they were able to find an overseas con-
tact who was an expert in the types of 
material they needed, and soon began 

to look at samples of fabric with the 
stain-releasing finish similar to Dock-
ers pants. The underwear is set to have 
three layers — two layers of soft fabric 
sandwiching the stain-releasing mate-
rial. Now they’re in the process of de-
ciding which fabrics have the right feel 
before the line — which will be named 
“sexy.period.” — is released by their 
company, Blink!, this summer in select 
lingerie stores in New England.  

Before that, though, there is much 
work to be done. For the underwear 
design, they’re working with a recent 
RISD graduate to find the most ap-
pealing look. Though the two actually 
prefer different types of underwear — 
Julie likes briefs that are soft and plain, 
whereas Eunice likes a low-rise bikini 
in “girly” colors such as pink with frills 
like ruffles and ribbons — they work 
together well balancing each other out 
in the process and are excited at the 
prospect of creating something that all 
women can use. As PNG notes, “every 
month I’m reminded why I’m starting 
this company.” Now, every month, 
we’ll be grateful, too. —RR
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If you’ve ever felt inadequate about 
your masculinity and your life’s accom-
plishments it’s probably because you 
subconsciously know there are people like 
David Poritz in the world. 

When Poritz was in the seventh grade, 
he began researching cases for Cristobal 
Bonifaz P’87, who was coordinating a 
class-action lawsuit for 40,000 indigenous 
peoples in the Amazon region. The follow-
ing year,  he began visiting Ecuador with 
his mentor and found roads splayed with 
carcinogenic sludge leftover by reckless 
oil extraction. He established Esperanza 
International upon his return, and became 
a Student Airline Ambassador to deliver 
over 20,000 pairs of sneakers he had as-
sembled in collection drives and corporate 
deals throughout Massachusetts. 

Building Esperanza throughout high 
school, Poritz led trips to Ecuador to 
broaden student perspectives on Amazo-
nian oil extraction and lectured at local 
colleges on the toxic practices of major 
oil companies. Finding that shoes were a 
great quick fix to the region’s problems but 
neglected systemic issues, Poritz embarked 
on a campaign to develop environmental 

legislation and give the government the 
means to regulate the otherwise unbridled 
oil industry. 

Upon graduating high school Poritz 
was inducted into the congressional 
record by Sen. John Kerry as an “inspira-
tion to other young Americans,” received 
a coveted Prudential Spirit of Community 
Award, and received a Henry David 
Thoreau Foundation Scholarship, among 
others. Introducing himself to the chair of 
the Latin American Studies department on 
the first day of classes, David has since 
chaired panels on Environmental Law and 
Justice, coordinated conferences on Oil in 
the Andes and developed a new, interdis-
ciplinary educational curriculum to inform 
students in America and abroad on criti-
cal aspects of environmental policy. 

This year, Esperanza — under Poritz’s 
continued guidance — has emerged as 
a group comprising students from several 
colleges and has successfully introduced 
an article providing environmental regula-
tion into the Ecuadorian constitution. As 
a channel for his personal vision, Espe-
ranza’s efforts are increasingly focused 
on environmental education, legislation 
and relief in collaboration with Yale Law 
School. 

Poritz has, however, come to acknowl-
edge the uphill nature of fighting the oil 
industry and is now working to develop 

a for-profit, sustainable, fair-trade energy 
company to change the paradigm from 
within. Gaia Energy is assembling capital 
and resources to commence operations, 
with Poritz taking the coming semester off 
from Brown to pursue this new venture. 
Pledging to protect, sustain and engage 
local communities and their critical eco-

systems, Gaia will recycle profits back into 
communities affected by oil extraction and 
will engage minimally invasive oil extrac-
tion practices to develop clean technology, 
initiate and support social programs and 
conserve the environments where it oper-
ates. —AM
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While you were sleeping comfortably 
in your own bed this week, Megan Smith  
was probably away — at the downtown 
Hypothermia Shelter, no less. As one of 
the leaders of Housing Opportunities for 
People Everywhere (or HOPE), Megan 
has cemented her reputation as one of 
Brown’s strongest advocates of Provi-
dence’s homeless community. She’s also 
extremely humble — a quality that con-
vinced several of her friends to nominate 
her for this issue.

Ever since her freshman year, Megan 
has been an active member of HOPE 
— she claims the warm community of 
students and community members con-
vinced her immediately to get involved. 
Besides occupying shelters to prevent 
their closure, she also remains involved 
with multiple community partners: out-
reach at Crossroads, the largest service 
provider to the homeless in Rhode Island; 
the aforementioned Hypothermia Shelter; 
multiple soup kitchens and any other lo-
cal opportunity that arises to assist the 
homeless or those at risk of becoming 
homeless. Besides giving her some roots 
at Brown, HOPE has allowed her to inte-
grate more with the Providence commu-
nity; it’s not unusual to come across her 
down at Kennedy Plaza or another loca-
tion downtown.

Even though she entered Brown as 
a Physics concentrator, Megan is now 
both an Urban Studies and Public Policy 
concentrator. She sees her organization’s 
work as an effective complement to her 
studies — and hopes to keep it that way. 
“Working with HOPE has been the most 

transformative experience of my life,” 
she says, but she’s quick to add that “it’s 
not just me who has experienced this re-
evaluation and transformation.” Other 
than the community members who benefit 
from HOPE and its local partners, Megan 
says that current and former HOPE mem-
bers have found themselves completely 
changing directions because of their in-
volvement.

In the future, then, you can expect to 
see Megan to stay involved with work for 
the public good, especially when it comes 
to traditionally marginalized groups. She 
sees no escape from this type of work, 
but insists that she wouldn’t want to leave 
it behind after seeing what she’s seen. 
She is also quick to out herself as an opti-
mist, though she is grounded in her work 
throughout the community. “At the end of 
the day,” she says, “what sticks with me is 
the hope of the folks I work with and the 
belief that we can work together to make 
our situations and this world just a little 
better.” —PMT
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Meet Alicia Sacramone, medalist 
in gymnastics at the Beijing Olympics, 
2005 World Champion, U.S. National 
Champion, seven-time medalist at the 
World Artistic Gymnastics Champi-
onship, and ::swoon:: one of the first 
female athletes signed as a CoverGirl 
spokesmodel, along with teammates 
Nastia Liukin and Shawn Johnson. Dur-
ing her first year as a Bruno, she broke 
school records in several events and 
went on to win all five events in the Ivy 
League Classic. Talk about a reason to 
attend Brown sporting events (if you’re 
lucky, you might catch a glimpse of this 
volunteer assistant coach at the Pizzi-
tola Center. Sorry, seniors — she’s not 
coming back until next year).

So what’s she been doing while 
you’ve been secretly hoping to see 
her on the Main Green? Sacramone 
tells Post- that she’s been “doing a lot 
of traveling” since she left the Olympic 
Village. We would be, too, if we had 
been practicing gymnastics nonstop for 
the past umpteen years. “Over the last 
13 years I haven't had more than four 
days off without gymnastics,” she says. 
“So I'm fully taking advantage of my 
newly-found free time.”  This includes 
“doing a lot of gym visits and motiva-
tional speaking.” We wish we were 
members of those gyms.

Besides being a gymnastics god-
dess, Sacramone is just a regular old 
sociology concentrator. As to why she  
chose this field, she says that it allows  
her “to choose from a wide variety of  

 
occupations by studying things such 
as leadership and group dynamics.” It 
certainly paid off: she was voted team 
captain in Beijing by her teammates 
— an honor that she describes as her 
“favorite Beijing moment.” Not only 
smart and athletic, Sacramone is skilled 
within the arts, and has post-gradua-
tion plans of “going to design school” 
to perfect her “sewing and designing 
skills.” Where will it all lead? In a 10-
year projection, Sacramone sees her-
self as a “successful business woman” 
with her “own fashion line.” On top of 
this, she looks forward to a side-career 
in sports commentary and hosting.  

Even in traveling the world for the 
United States, competing as an Olym-
pian and being the subject of a Face-
book group with thousands of mem-
bers, Sacramone maintains that being 
“enrolled at such a prestigious univer-
sity like Brown” where there are “so 
many different types of people” is one 
of her proudest accomplishments. We 
love you too, Alicia. 

As for the age of the Chinese gym-
nasts? “Well … they looked very young 

Alicia 
Sacramone

This name may seem familiar to you 
— maybe because of his recent role as 
a disfigured man in Brown Theater, or 
maybe because of his energetic rendi-
tion of “Zoot Suit Riot” with the Bear 
Necessities. Maybe you’ve had a com-
puter science class with him. Regard-
less, “Fed” is a common name heard 
around campus and soon, the acting 
world. 

For many, whose only real knowl-
edge of him may have come from 
watching him perform, it’s a bit of a 
shock to see this rather quiet, thought-
ful guy sitting shifting his eyes from 
side to side as he speaks. Even more 
surprising is the fact that until college, 
Fed had not really acted before. You 
would never know after hearing about 
his Broadway callbacks and seeing his 
name next to Brown productions year 
after year. But Fed knows he wants to 
be an artist of some sort — preferably, 
an actor.  

The summer after his sophomore 
year, Fed took a course entitled “Act-
ing on Camera” and headed to New 
York on the weekends for auditions. 
The first time he went, he waited for 
six hours only not to be seen at all. The 
wait wasn’t the worst part of the au-
dition process; instead it was the fact 
that auditioners seemed not to want 
to see what he wanted to do. Most 
people auditioned in a big and flashy 
way, whereas his style is subtler. There 
were times when the casting crew re-
fused to look at Fed as he auditioned, 
literally hiding their faces with their  

 
hands or not looking up at him. None 
of this discouraged him. After talking 
to friends, he knew this was his field 
and kept on. His efforts paid off in the 
end as he received three Broadway 
callbacks that summer.  

While interviewing Fed, there is 
one thing about him that strikes one 
the most. When asked questions about 
acting and his feelings towards it, he 

stops and thinks, and then responds all 
the while maintaining eye contact rath-
er than looking away as he does for 
other questions. For him, acting goes 
hand-in-hand with his personal life. 
Any improvements he makes in act-
ing in turn make improvements in his 
life and vice versa. His confidence in 
his abilities stems from the fact that he 
just enjoys it. Speaking to him briefly 
convinces you that you should see him 
perform one last time this year before 
his name appears on the big screen or 
on Broadway. —RR

Federico 
Rodriguez

If there’s anything the culture wars 
in America need right now, it’s Kevin 
Roose. The author of the forthcoming 
The Unlikely Disciple: A Sinner’s Se-
mester at America’s Holiest University, 
Roose decided, like many Brown stu-
dents, to study in a place foreign to him 
for a semester, to learn in a setting that 
would expose him to a different culture 
and different worldviews. The only dif-
ference — he didn’t go abroad.  

Roose, who was raised in what he 
describes as “the ultimate secular-liberal 
home,” decided to spend a semester at 
Liberty University, founded by the late 
Jerry Falwell, after striking up a conver-
sation with students there while work-
ing as a writer’s assistant. “I thought, 
‘What would happen if I went to Bible 
boot camp, as they call it?’” he says. “It 
would be far more foreign to me than 
any country — and these people vote in 
my elections.” 

The idea, he explains, was not to 
mock or demean Liberty students, but 
to attempt to achieve a greater sense of 
understanding — to see if there’s any 
common ground between people on op-
posite ends of the American ideological 
spectrum. Through living in the dorms, 
taking core-requirement classes like 
Creationist Biology and Evangelism 101 
and going to church three or four times 
a week, Roose formed friendships and 
gained insights that gave him a window 
into a side of America he had never re-
ally experienced. 

“Most of the students there just  

 
thought I was fleeing Brown,” he says, 
smiling. “They’d say, ‘Liberty must be 
such a breath of fresh air!’” Roose had 
to change the way he acted to fit in at 
Liberty — to start, he had to give up curs-
ing altogether — but eventually he made 
lasting ties with people he continues to 
talk with and occasionally visit. One of 
those ties, though it was ultimately cut 
short, was with Falwell himself. 

“It was the last print interview he 
ever did,” Roose says. “He was a re-
ally funny guy — really folksy and al-
most grandfatherly in a way. I was re-
pulsed by a lot of his political and social 
views, but I genuinely enjoyed talking to 
him.” Falwell’s death, two weeks later, 

ended up affecting Roose more than he 
expected. “It was really sad,” he says. 
“I grieved a lot more than I thought or 
wanted to.” 

Roose’s book, which hits store shelves 
in March, kept him busy throughout 
much of last spring. It may bring him 
fame and fortune, and — who knows? 
— maybe an appearance on The Col-
bert Report. He laughs about the pos-
sibility: “God-willing,” he says. “God-
willing.” —MH
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If you’re aware of the fact that 
Chuck Norris can sneeze with his eyes 
open, or that Apple pays Norris 99 
cents for each song he downloads, 
odds are you’ll want to meet Ian Spec-
tor ’09. He’s the guy behind 4Q.cc — a 
legend of a website solely dedicated to 
“facts” about Chuck Norris, Vin Diesel, 
Mr. T and their Herculean abilities and 
damning good looks.

Spector, whose 2007 book The 
Truth About Chuck Norris: 400 Facts 
About the World’s Greatest Human 
has sold 220,000 copies and made 
the New York Times Bestseller List for 
four weeks, downplays his success. In 
an email interview with Post-, Spector 
confesses that he’s “not terribly proud 
of the whole ‘Chuck’ thing” even after 
appearing on NBC’s “Nightline” and 
being ranked #29 on VH1’s “Greatest 
Internet Superstars” (among the likes 
of Star Wars Kid and MySpace Tom). 
Spector, his website and his book have 

been featured in The Washington Post, 
The Wall Street Journal, USA Today 
and other publications that share his 
passion for the gun-slinging ginger.

 Spector, a cognitive neuroscience 
concentrator and former editor-in-chief 
of the Brown Jug, says that his success 

with writing is “fun,” but he “can’t imag-
ine making a career out of it.” Instead, 
this bespectacled blond plans to use his 
entrepreneurial aptitude (he’s currently 
the co-president of the Entrepreneur-
ship Program, mind you) to get a “few 
new projects off the ground.” And just 
what might they be? “I can’t really get 
into much detail on them,” he says, but 
one is an application for smartphones, 
and the other is web-video project.

As for the potentially life-changing 
experience of coming into a shit-ton 
of money, Spector remains a humble 
Brunonian. “Penguin only pays out 
twice a year,” he says. “So far it’s man-
aged to coincide within days of when 
tuition is due, so I haven’t really netted 
a whole lot of anything.” While we’re 
hopeful that come May he’ll be able 
to buy that shiny new car, grad-school 
plans have made his to-do list, so we’re 
just going to have to wait. Where does 
he see himself in 10 years? He’s not 
sure, but “hopefully it involves some 
kind of steady paycheck and health in-
surance, if we still have that.”

PS: Chuck Norris counted to infinity 
— twice. —RJ

Even at a school filled with passion-
ate students and known for its activist 
culture, Ariel Werner ‘09 stands out. 
Possessed with the kind of focused en-
ergy that gets things done, she’s devoted 
her last three and a half years at Brown 
to reforming the nation’s prison system 
— and actually managed to make a tan-
gible difference. 

As a freshman who admittedly knew 
“little to nothing about our criminal 
justice system,” Werner quickly got in-
volved with the Rhode Island Right to 
Vote campaign, which worked to pass a 
ballot measure allowing former criminal 
offenders to vote. “The more I learned 
about the statistics, the more I was struck 
by the inequality of our justice system,” 
she explains. Within a couple months, 
she’d been made an official staffer. “I 
would leave campus around 3 p.m. and 
be down at the office until 3 a.m.”

 When the initiative passed narrow-
ly, Werner explains, “I was so physically 
exhausted that it was kind of an atypical 

victory party...But in the end, we re-en-
franchised 15,000 people. It was pretty 
amazing.” 

But Werner — who is now a senior 
concentrating in political science — 
didn’t stop there. Since then, she’s spent 
summers working at the Rhode Island 
Office of the Public Defender and the 
Rhode Island Family Life Center, which 
provides support and advocacy for ex-
offenders. For the last two years, she’s 
acted as the program coordinator for the 
Swearer Center-run program SPACE, 
which holds weekly arts and writing 
programs at prisons. She’s also worked 
on a slew of other political campaigns, 
including David Segal’s successful state-
legislature bid in 2006. Brown Students 
for Barack Obama’s Get-Out-The-Vote 
campaign, and contributes regularly to 
local blog The Providence Daily Dose. 

Just as she has made a lasting im-
pact on the political scene at Brown and 
Providence, the school and the city have 
had a deep effect on Werner, foster-
ing much of her work. “At Brown right 
now, we have a sort of community in-
terest in issues surrounding incarcera-
tion,” she says, citing the appointment 

of criminal-justice scholar Glenn Loury 
in the Economics department, as well as 
the existence of programs like SPACE. 
Furthermore, the fact “that Brown is situ-
ated so well in the community means it’s 
really easy to get yourself involved in the 
Rhode Island community,” the Maryland 
native explains.

 As a Truman Scholar, Werner will 
spend this summer in Washington, DC, 
working for a yet-to-be-determined 
social-justice organization, after which 
she hopes to continue to reform the crim-
inal-justice system, possibly by working 
in law or federal government. “This is 
what I want to spend my life doing,” she 
says. —EC
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A top-tier athlete, nationally-read 
blogger and an impassioned, articulate 
activist, Hank Weintraub is one of those 
impossibly, effortlessly well-rounded 
people that you’d love to hate if only he 
just weren’t so damn nice. 

It all starts and ends with water polo, 
which has been a huge part of Wein-
traub’s life for years. Born and raised in 
LA, he began playing the sport in sec-
ond grade and has been a starter on 
Brown’s team since he was a freshman. 

“I love [water polo] and it’s a big part 
of who I am,” he says. “It’s a feeling 
that I get exclusively when I’m playing. 
I’m completely unselfconscious because 
I know what I’m doing and I trust my 
decisions.” 

Last year, as a junior, Weintraub 
led the team in total points, assists and 
steals. It was during that season that 
Weintraub was asked to document this 
life as a blogger for NCAAsports.com. 
In his weekly posts, the philosophy and 
East Asian studies double-concentrator 
discussed the tension between being a 
student and an athlete as well as rela-
tionships with teammates and coaches. 
“The response [to the blog] was surpris-
ingly good. I figured nobody would care 
what I had to say.” 

His experiences with water polo have 
also awakened Weintraub to activism. 
Openly gay, Weintraub’s experiences 
navigating the often (Brown buzzword 
alert!) heteronormative world of team 
contact sports prompted him to work to 
empower other gay athletes. Through a 
fellowship with the Swearer center, he 
spent last summer interviewing and re-
searching the experiences of other gay 
male Ivy-League athletes, with the ulti-
mate goal of creating “a report on the 
current status of homophobia in the Ivy 
League, as it manifests itself in sports.” 

And in order to combat this ho-
mophobia — as well as simply pro-
vide a space for a community that most 
people barely know exists — last year 
Weintraub started a group for other 
LGBT athletes at Brown. The idea came 
out of the fact that “there are people 
who share this common experience, 
and there’s very little forum to talk about 
it,” and the group, which boasts an ex-
pectedly small but steady membership, 
meets weekly to discuss topics ranging 
from relationships with teammates to 
eating disorders. 

“I think of myself as an informal ac-
tivist,” he explains. “What we’re doing 
is community-building. It’s not activism 
in the sense of signs and protests, but 
it’s a place for people to meet and talk.” 
Furthermore, Weintraub, who says that 
he has had teammates tell him that he 
was the first gay person they every re-
ally knew, believes that the group’s im-
pact extends well beyond its members. 
“I definitely think it makes a difference. 
For the community as a whole, it’s good 
that people know that this exists.” —EC

Ian 

Spector

 

While there’s probably a handful of 
starry-eyed Brownies that can lecture 
you on institutional isomorphism over 
Starbucks, there’s probably only one 
who can frame his argument in the con-
text of charging up a mountain in full 
combat gear as the temperature nears 
10 below and his troop skids behind 
him.

 As ROTC Commander for Patriot 
Battalion, Adam Swartzbaugh neatly 
keeps one size-12 regulation boot in  

 
the intellectual trough of College Hill 
and one firmly grounded in the muscle-
crunching drill and combat workouts 
he leads at Hendricken Field. Among 
other distinctions, Swartzbaugh has 
completed the distinguished Air Assault 
and Winter Mountain trainings and 
currently ranks fifth of out some 5000 
Army ROTC commissioning officers. 
He transferred to Brown after a year at 
Providence College, which came after a 
year of building homes and schools in 
tsunami-ravaged Thailand, after anoth-
er year of skipping around and study-
ing throughout Vietnam. Now a senior, 
Swartzbaugh is set to graduate with a 
B.A. in International Relations, an M.A. 
in Development Studies and a Lieuten-
ant Commission in the U.S. Army.

 Seems like a spot lot of hustle? He 
also heads up a non-profit he’s been 
developing since his days in Thailand 
— Kidlaunch.org provides educa-
tional support for disadvantaged chil-
dren across the country, building new 
schools, running schools, providing re- 

 
sources and organizing communities to 
focus on education in a country where 
there is little support for it. Crediting 
his leadership training in the military, 
Swartzbaugh established the organiza-
tion with a sustainable program for the 
future by developing projects with the 
communities’ support, training them to 
manage and lead their own educational 
systems once the logistics are firmly in 
place. Expanding on this model, he is 
working on creating an international 
NGO — the Human Defense Initiative 
— to utilize Kidlaunch’s model in other 
countries and provide further support 
for orphaned and displaced children 
while leading anti-prostitution and anti-
trafficking efforts in the area.

 Swartzbaugh ultimately aims to 
utilize the four years of active service 
expected of him to go through further 
advanced training, aiming for top oper-
ations positions. As for after, he seeks to 
get all onto some policy business, bridg-
ing his education in the books with his 
first-hand experience in the field. —AM
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The field of international health has become in-
creasingly popular amongst Brown students. Many 
people aspire to travel the world to help others and 
in their spare time, volunteer abroad in order to get 
to this goal. One student at Brown, however, has 
not volunteered to help people, but has also started 
his own project — his own intervention actually to 
help HIV/AIDS patients in Cape Town, South Africa.

Ben Wolpaw fell into the realm of interna-
tional health rather than seeking it out. Dur-
ing high school, he spent summers in Central 
America with Amigos de las Americas doing 
volunteer work. It was through these experienc-
es that he discovered his love for travel and the 
different perspectives to which it exposed him. 

After his freshman year though, he decided to 
intern in Washington D.C. at Public Citizen, a pub-
lic health watchdog group founded by Ralph Nader. 
Here, Wolpaw got his first glimpse at public health 
through the lens of policy as he did research in order 
to prepare testimonies for Congress and the FDA. 

Wolpaw wanted to travel once again, but not 
 

through a study abroad program so he started to  
look for other opportunities. After meeting with 
various professors, he found Mark Lurie, a profes-
sor in the Public Health Department who directed 
him towards a colleague of his in the Medical Re-
search Council. With a Royce scholarship, Wol-
paw headed to Cape Town, South Africa to be-
gin working on a project regarding risky sexual 
behavior during his second semester junior year.

But Wolpaw did not work on his intended 
project — the it had been pushed back. One 
day the director of the MRC mentioned a review 
paper that spoke of how rapid finger prick anti-
body tests mostly commonly used in clinics in Cape 
Town were not able to identify patients in the acute 
phase of HIV infection. Additionally, these patients 
have high level of virus in their body and have a 
greatly increased risk of passing it on. Wolpaw 
soon found himself writing a protocol for an in-
tervention to ID these patients through a PCR test 
and to educate them about safe sex practices. 

After spending seven months in South Africa 
and establishing this project, Wolpaw is glad to 
be back at Brown. In January, he is returning to 
South Africa to continue working on his project 
and a publication on recent findings. He hopes to 
continue to develop solutions for people abroad 
using novel resources and techniques. —RR

 

Even if print journalism is on its way out, it’s 
not slowing down Stu Woo. A veteran staffer of the 
BDH and a soon-to-be employee of the Wall Street 
Journal in San Francisco, Woo is the go-to guy at 
Brown for any and all who consider journalism their 
calling. Like any number of newsstand magazines, 
though, he’ll be gone before you know it — he’s 
graduating this December — so make sure he’s at 
the top of your Post- list of people to meet. 

Woo became interested in writing the summer 
after his junior year in high school, working as an 
intern for NASA. “I was supposed to study spectra 
with this guy, but he never showed up,” Woo says. 
“So they put me in the education department, and 
my new boss told me they were designing a web-
site for a middle school. I wrote poetry about the 
planets.” He smiles. “I was the poet laureate of the 
summer.” 

When Woo arrived at Brown in 2004, his interest 
in writing had become more oriented toward jour-
nalism. After almost immediately joining the staff of 
the BDH, one of his first assignments was to cover 
Ralph Nader’s visit to Brown. “I called the Nader 

campaign to talk to a spokesman, but the guy told 
me to hold on, that he would put Ralph on,” Woo 
says. “Then there was this really deep voice — it was 
him! I was sitting in the Blue Room, and when I said, 
‘Hello, Mr. Nader,’ everyone in the room seemed to 
freeze, looking at me. It was the thing that really got 
me going at Brown.” 

Woo decided to take a semester off in his sopho-
more year, working for the Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation in Washington, DC. Though he says at that 
point he still wasn’t sure he wanted to go into jour-
nalism, his experiences there, coupled with his con-
tinued work for the BDH upon his return to Brown, 
made it clearer what his career of choice was. “I 
think I could spend the rest of my life out in San 
Francisco,” says Woo, a native of the city. “I’ll be 
covering state politics in Sacramento this coming 
year, but I’d love to go to Germany at some point, 
or cover presidential campaigns here.” 

When asked about the state of print journalism, 
Woo smiles. “I wouldn’t be surprised if I got laid 
off in the next five years,” he says with a chuckle. 
“The big papers, they’ll last longer than the metro 
ones. I think the 2012 election may be journalism’s 
last hurrah. By then, we’ll all have our Kindles out, 
and ….” He pauses for a moment, and then says, 
“I’m all for new media.” If his work at Brown and 
elsewhere is any indication, new media will be all 
for him. —MH
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It isn’t easy to reduce Jing Xu to a fixed back-
ground. After all, she has a Chinese heritage, a 
European secondary education and an American 
college experience. For Jing, what comes from the 
interactions between various cultures is what’s impor-
tant.

“Translating between art forms is really interest-
ing to me,” she tells Post-, citing her extensive experi-
ences in theater — where she has both acted and 
directed — throughout the world. “Collaboration, 
too. Here at Brown, it’s like bringing all sorts of in-
fluences and backgrounds together for one shared 
experience. Theater is the same.”

Jing, a Performance Studies concentrator, wasn’t 
initially focused on Brown’s theater scene. In fact, most 
of her friends know her through one of her many oth-
er endeavors in the past few years, especially social 
activism. Just last year, she was extremely active in the 
U.S. Campaign for Burma, in which she tried to bring 
a more nuanced portrayal of China’s involvement in 
Burma to the table. Using her own travels through both 
of the countries, she helped other activists increase 
their understanding of the situation. She made it her  

 
mission to make sure that it wasn’t only legislation 
getting passed; people involved with the campaign 
had to recognize the politics on the ground.

Besides activism, Jing has also been a member 
of Buxton International House and a Writing Fel-
low, both of which helped her realize her desire 
for collaboration. Still, it has been mostly through  
theater that she has found a true home for herself  
at Brown. Through roles in productions at Rites & 
Reason, PW and Mainstage, along with membership 
on Sock & Buskin (Mainstage’s student board), Jing 
has made a name for herself as a dynamic thinker, 
performer and director.

But wouldn’t involvement in theater preclude ac-
tivism? Not for Jing. “Theater is inherently a process 
with infinite potential for social change,” she insists. 
“By embracing collaborators from various fields and 
finding some synthesis, everyone in a production 
learns and changes.”

As the Assistant Director for Funnyhouse of a 
Negro this fall, Jing worked extensively with the 
cast and crew to draw some meaning from a con-
troversial text. She was blown away by the read-
ings the play forced her to explore; everything 
from Fanon to concepts of double consciousness 
directly impacted how she saw theater. She claims 
that other performers experienced the same pow-
erful feelings and hopes that audience members  

 
were able to grasp them, too.

So what’s next for Jing? Even though she just 
finished the run of Changeling on Mainstage, she’s 
already looking forward to future productions and 
learning more about herself through theater. “I really 
love Brown right now,” she says. “Things are falling 
into place.” —PMT
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