




















BeEN
WOLPAY

The field of international health has become in-
creasingly popular amongst Brown students. Many
people aspire to travel the world to help others and
in their spare time, volunteer abroad in order to get
to this goal. One student at Brown, however, has
not volunteered to help people, but has also started
his own project — his own intervention actually to
help HIV/AIDS patients in Cape Town, South Africa.

Ben Wolpaw fell into the realm of interna-
tional health rather than seeking it out. Dur-
ing high school, he spent summers in Central
America with Amigos de las Americas doing
volunteer work. It was through these experienc-
es that he discovered his love for travel and the
different perspectives to which it exposed him.

After his freshman year though, he decided to
intern in Washington D.C. at Public Citizen, a pub-
lic health watchdog group founded by Ralph Nader.
Here, Wolpaw got his first glimpse at public health
through the lens of policy as he did research in order
to prepare testimonies for Congress and the FDA.

Wolpaw wanted to travel once again, but not

through a study abroad program so he started to
look for other opportunities. After meeting with
various professors, he found Mark Lurie, a profes-
sor in the Public Health Department who directed
him towards a colleague of his in the Medical Re-
search Council. With a Royce scholarship, Wol-
paw headed to Cape Town, South Africa to be-
gin working on a project regarding risky sexual
behavior during his second semester junior year.

But Wolpaw did not work on his intended
project — the it had been pushed back. One
day the director of the MRC mentioned a review
paper that spoke of how rapid finger prick anti-
body tests mostly commonly used in clinics in Cape
Town were not able to identify patients in the acute
phase of HIV infection. Additionally, these patients
have high level of virus in their body and have a
greatly increased risk of passing it on. Wolpaw
soon found himself writing a protocol for an in-
tervention to ID these patients through a PCR fest
and to educate them about safe sex practices.

After spending seven months in South Africa
and establishing this project, Wolpaw is glad to
be back at Brown. In January, he is returning to
South Africa to continue working on his project
and a publication on recent findings. He hopes to
continue to develop solutions for people abroad
using novel resources and fechniques. —RR

Stu
WOO

Even if print journalism is on its way out, it's
not slowing down Stu Woo. A veteran staffer of the
BDH and a soon-to-be employee of the Wall Street
Journal in San Francisco, Woo is the go-to guy at
Brown for any and all who consider journalism their
calling. Like any number of newsstand magazines,
though, he'll be gone before you know it — he's
graduating this December — so make sure he's at
the top of your Post- list of people to meet.

Woo became interested in writing the summer
after his junior year in high school, working as an
intern for NASA. “l was supposed to study spectra
with this guy, but he never showed up,” Woo says.
“So they put me in the education department, and
my new boss told me they were designing a web-
site for a middle school. | wrote poetry about the
planets.” He smiles. “l was the poet laureate of the
summer.”

When Woo arrived at Brown in 2004, his interest
in writing had become more oriented toward jour-
nalism. After almost immediately joining the staff of
the BDH, one of his first assignments was to cover
Ralph Nader's visit to Brown. “I called the Nader

campaign to talk to a spokesman, but the guy told
me to hold on, that he would put Ralph on,” Woo
says. “Then there was this really deep voice — it was
him! | was sitting in the Blue Room, and when | said,
‘Hello, Mr. Nader,” everyone in the room seemed to
freeze, looking at me. It was the thing that really got
me going at Brown.”

Woo decided to take a semester off in his sopho-
more year, working for the Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation in Washington, DC. Though he says at that
point he still wasn’t sure he wanted to go into jour-
nalism, his experiences there, coupled with his con-
tinued work for the BDH upon his return to Brown,
made it clearer what his career of choice was. “I
think | could spend the rest of my life out in San
Francisco,” says Woo, a native of the city. “I'll be
covering state politics in Sacramento this coming
year, but I'd love to go to Germany at some point,
or cover presidential campaigns here.”

When asked about the state of print journalism,
Woo smiles. “I wouldn’t be surprised if | got laid
off in the next five years,” he says with a chuckle.
“The big papers, they’ll last longer than the metro
ones. | think the 2012 election may be journalism’s
last hurrah. By then, we’ll all have our Kindles out,
and ....” He pauses for a moment, and then says,
“I'm all for new media.” If his work at Brown and
elsewhere is any indication, new media will be all

for him. —MH

JING
XU

It isn’t easy to reduce Jing Xu to a fixed back-
ground. After dll, she has a Chinese heritage, a
European secondary education and an American
college experience. For Jing, what comes from the
interactions between various cultures is what's impor-
tant.

“Translating between art forms is really inferest-
ing to me,” she tells Post-, citing her extensive experi-
ences in theater — where she has both acted and
directed — throughout the world. “Collaboration,
too. Here at Brown, it's like bringing all sorts of in-
fluences and backgrounds together for one shared
experience. Theater is the same.”

Jing, a Performance Studies concentrator, wasn’t
initially focused on Brown’s theater scene. In fact, most
of her friends know her through one of her many oth-
er endeavors in the past few years, especially social
activism. Just last year, she was extremely active in the
U.S. Campaign for Burma, in which she tried to bring
a more nuanced portrayal of China’s involvement in
Burma to the table. Using her own travels through both
of the countries, she helped other activists increase
their understanding of the situation. She made it her

mission fo make sure that it wasn’t only legislation
getting passed; people involved with the campaign
had to recognize the politics on the ground.

Besides activism, Jing has also been a member
of Buxton International House and a Writing Fel-
low, both of which helped her realize her desire
for collaboration. Still, it has been mostly through
theater that she has found a true home for herself
at Brown. Through roles in productions at Rites &
Reason, PW and Mainstage, along with membership
on Sock & Buskin (Mainstage’s student board), Jing
has made a name for herself as a dynamic thinker,
performer and director.

But wouldn’t involvement in theater preclude ac-
tivisme Not for Jing. “Theater is inherently a process
with infinite potential for social change,” she insists.
“By embracing collaborators from various fields and
finding some synthesis, everyone in a production
learns and changes.”

As the Assistant Director for Funnyhouse of a
Negro this fall, Jing worked extensively with the
cast and crew to draw some meaning from a con-
troversial text. She was blown away by the read-
ings the play forced her to explore; everything
from Fanon to concepts of double consciousness
directly impacted how she saw theater. She claims
that other performers experienced the same pow-
erful feelings and hopes that audience members

were able to grasp them, too.

So what's next for Jing2 Even though she just
finished the run of Changeling on Mainstage, she’s
already looking forward to future productions and
learning more about herself through theater. “I really
love Brown right now,” she says. “Things are falling
into place.” —PMT



